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TIMELINE 
CRITICAL MOMENTS IN LATINA/0 

REPRESENTATION & INCLUSION IN 

1994 

1995 

1996 

1997 

1998 

1999 
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• 1994 Task Force on Latino Issues publishes

Willful Neglect.
• Manuel L. Ibanez is the first Latino elected to

the Board of Regents. serving from 1994 to

2005.

• Latino Initiatives Pool is established to address

Latino representation in the Smithsonian.
• Smithsonian creates the temporary position of

Counselor for Latino Affairs. which ends in 1997.

• Mid-Term Report by the Smithsonian Latino

Oversight Committee finds that Latinos are

ignored in nearly every aspect of the Smithsonian's

operations.

• Smithsonian Latino Oversight Committee 

releases 'Towards a Shared Vision" calling for 

the establishment of Smithsonian Center.

• Smithsonian Latino Center is established.

• The Counselor of Latino Affairs position is 

replaced by the Counselor for Community 

Affairs.

• Esteban E. Torres. Representative from 

California is elected to the Board of Regents. 

serving for only one year.

• Smithsonian Latino Oversight Committee 

organized national convening of Latino 

museum directors which led to the creation of 

the National Council of Latino Museum 

Directors.

• Refugio I. Rochin becomes the first director of 

the Smithsonian Latino Center.

• One of the longest-running Latino outreach 

programs is established -- Descubra! 

• First Smithsonian traveling exhibition

focused on Latinos: Americanos: Latino Life

in the US.



2002 

2003 

2004 

2005 

2006 

2009 

2010 

2017 

2018 

• The Latino Center facilitates its first solo
exhibit. Ritmos de ldentidad.

• First set of bills introduced in Congress to
establish a Latino Museum within the
Smithsonian Institution.

• Xavier Becerra. Representative from
California is elected to the Board of Regents.
serving until 2015.

• The Latino Center establishes Latino Art
Now!. a national forum for Latinas/os.

• The Latino Center establishes its Young
Ambassadors Program.

• The Latino Center debuts the Latino Virtual
Museum.

• France A. Cordova is elected to the Board of
Regents serving until 2012.

• The Latino Curatorial Initiative is established.

• H.R.2911 is introduced by Representative 
Ileana Ros-Lehtinen to establish a Latino 
Museum within the Smithsonian Institution. 

• UCLA releases the first evaluation of Latino
Representation within the Smithsonian since
the 1994 Willful Neglect report.
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